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SECOND DAY SUCCOTH
The Torah commands us to take a goodly fruit on Succoth but does not define what this
fruit is, The Rabbis say that this fruit is the esrog because it comes from a tree
whose bark tastes the same as the fruit itself, It comes from a tree which not only
produces good fruit, bit it, itself, tastes good. In our culture, unfortunately, there
are many people who are greatly talented who mdRy produce beautiful things but who are
themselves ame ugly. Some of our greatest artists and musicians of the last 100 years
have produced great works, but have themselves been terrible people. Many have been
driven to suicide and worse. Their fruit may be good, but they, themselves, are nmot. In
Judaism the goal is to produce people who not only create excellent things, but who are
excellent themselves, There is one other plant which also tastes the same as its fruit,
but it was not cholen‘,ubecnuse it does not bloom all year round like the esrog. A good
person is one who is good and produces good all year, not just particular times of the
year. Great satisfaction to the individual 4rP society only can come ifw:mcellence which
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we produce outside ourselves is matched uah excellend® inside ourselves,




